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N O T E S

All the images in this text were generated using a local 

copy of Stable Diffusion V2, running in fp16 format, 70 

iterations per image, outputting at 768 x 768 pixels. The 

accompanying figure captions reveal the exact prompts 

used. No modifications have been made to any of the 

images, which are displayed in order of production. 

This text catalogues a speculative investigation into 

machine vision systems, in which generative AI was used 

to excavate the word-image associations surrounding 

these technologies, and thus, map creatively their 

wider cultural imaginaries. This text concludes with an 

additional, speculative gesture, in which the generated 

images are parsed through a poetic machine vision 

algorithm of the author’s own design, using the analysed 

data to rearticulate contemporary academic meditations 

on the nature, significance, and potentials of generative 

AI more broadly.

The formal outcome of this investigation was an 

article  mixing theory, experiment, and creative practice 

for a special issue of OLH, “Cultural Representations of 

Machine Vision”: Carter, R., (2023) “Machine Visions: 

Mapping Depictions of Machine Vision through Critical 

Image Synthesis”. Open Library of Humanities 9(2). doi: 

https://doi.org/10.16995/olh.10077.



O C U L A R I T I E S



2 3

look look



4 5

looking looking



6 7

seeing seeing



8 9

sight sight



10 11

vision vision



12 13

perceive perceive



14 15

perceiving perceiving



16 17

perception perception



18 19

machine looking machine looking



20 21

machine seeing machine seeing



22 23

machine sight machine sight



24 25

machine perceiving machine perceiving



26 27

machine perception machine perception



M A C H I N E  V I S I O N



30 31

machine vision machine vision



32 33

machine vision machine vision



34 35

machine vision a machine vision system



36 37

a machine vision system a machine vision system



38 39

a machine vision system a machine vision system display



40 41

a machine vision system display a machine vision system display



42 43

a machine vision system display a machine vision interface



44 45

a machine vision interface a machine vision system gazes back at itself



46 47

a machine vision system gazes back at itself a machine vision system gazes back at itself



48 49

a machine vision system gazes back at itselfa machine vision system gazes back at itself



50 51

a machine vision system gazes back at itself a machine vision system gazes back at itself



52 53

a machine vision system gazes back at itself a machine vision system analyses itself



54 55

a machine vision system analyses itself a machine vision system analyses itself



56 57

a machine vision system analyses itself a machine vision system gazes at another machine vision system



58 59

a machine vision system gazes at another machine vision system a machine vision system gazes at another machine vision system



60 61

a machine vision system gazes at another machine vision system a machine vision system analyses another machine vision system



62 63

a machine vision system analyses another machine vision system a machine vision system analyses another machine vision system



64 65

a machine vision system analyses another machine vision system a machine vision system identifies another machine vision system



66 67

a machine vision system identifies another machine vision system a machine vision system identifies another machine vision system



68 69

a machine vision system identifies another machine vision system a machine vision system identifies another machine vision system



70 71

a machine vision system identifies another machine vision system a machine vision system identifies another machine vision system



72 73

a machine vision system identifies another machine vision system a diagram of a machine vision system



74 75

a diagram of a machine vision system a diagram of a machine vision system



76 77

diagram of machine vision diagram of machine vision



78 79

diagram of machine vision diagram of machine vision



80 81

machine vision bias machine vision bias



82 83

machine vision bias machine vision bias



84 85

machine vision data machine vision data



86 87

machine vision data machine vision data



88 89

machine vision ethics machine vision ethics



90 91

machine vision ethics machine vision ethics



92 93

machine vision creepy machine vision misleading



94 95

machine vision dangerous machine vision empowering



96 97

machine vision exciting machine vision neutral



98 99

machine vision wondrous machine vision fun



100 101

machine vision oppressive machine vision hostile



102 103

machine vision overwhelming machine vision subversive



E L E C T R O N I C  V I S I O N



106 107

electronic vision electronic vision



108 109

electronic vision electronic vision



110 111

an electronic vision system an electronic vision system



112 113

an electronic vision system an electronic vision system



C O M P U T E R  V I S I O N



116 117

computer vision computer vision



118 119

computer vision computer vision



120 121

a computer vision system a computer vision system



122 123

a computer vision system a computer vision system



124 125

a computer vision display a computer vision display



126 127

a computer vision display a computer vision display



128 129

a computer vision system gazes back at itself a computer vision system gazes back at itself



130 131

a computer vision system gazes back at itself a computer vision system gazes back at itself



132 133

a computer vision system gazes back at itself a computer vision system gazes back at itself



134 135

a computer vision system gazes back at itself a computer vision system gazes back at itself



136 137

a computer vision system analyses itself a computer vision system analyses itself



138 139

a computer vision system analyses itself a computer vision system analyses itself



140 141

a computer vision system gazes at another computer vision system a computer vision system gazes at another computer vision system



142 143

a computer vision system gazes at another computer vision system a computer vision system gazes at another computer vision system



144 145

a computer vision system analyses another computer vision system
a computer vision system analyses another computer vision system



146 147

a computer vision system analyses another computer vision system a computer vision system analyses another computer vision system



148 149

a computer vision system identifies another computer vision system a computer vision system identifies another computer vision system



150 151

a computer vision system identifies another computer vision system a computer vision system identifies another computer vision system



152 153

a diagram of a computer vision system a diagram of a computer vision system



154 155

a diagram of a computer vision system a diagram of a computer vision system



156 157

diagram of computer vision diagram of computer vision



158 159

diagram of computer vision diagram of computer vision



160 161

computer vision bias computer vision bias



162 163

computer vision bias computer vision bias



164 165

computer vision bias computer vision bias



166 167

computer vision data computer vision data



168 169

computer vision data computer vision data



170 171

computer vision ethics computer vision ethics



172 173

computer vision ethics computer vision ethics



174 175

computer vision creepy computer vision misleading



176 177

computer vision dangerous computer vision empowering



178 179

computer vision exciting computer vision neutral



180 181

computer vision wondrous computer vision fun



182 183

computer vision oppressive computer vision hostile



184 185

computer vision overwhelming computer vision subversive



M A C H I N E  V I S I O N S



188 189

Salvaggio, E. (2022) How to Read an AI Image. Cybernetic 
Forests, 2 October. Available at: https://cyberneticforests.

substack.com/p/how-to-read-an-ai-image

Bianchi, F., Kalluri, P., Durmus, E., Ladhak, F., Cheng, M., 
Nozza, D., Hashimoto, T., Jurafsky, D., Zou, J. and Caliskan, 
A. (2022) Easily accessible text-to-image generation 
amplifies demographic stereotypes at large scale. https://doi.

org/10.48550/arXiv.2211.03759.



190 191

Denton, E., Hanna, A., Amironesei, R., Smart, A., and Nicole, 
H. (2021) On the genealogy of machine learning datasets: A 
critical history of ImageNet. Big Data & Society 8(2). https://

doi.org/10.1177/20539517211035955.

Cetinic, E. (2022) The Myth of Culturally Agnostic AI Models. 
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.2211.15271



192 193

Galaz, V., Centeno, M.A., Callahan, P.W., Causevic, A., 
Patterson, T., Brass, I., Baum, S., Farber, D., Fischer, J., Garcia, 
D., McPhearson, T., Jimenez, D., King, B., Larcey, P. and 
Levy, K. (2021) Artificial Intelligence, Systemic Risks, and 
Sustainability. Technology in Society 67. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.

techsoc.2021.101741.

Luitse, D. and Denkena, W. (2021) The Great Transformer: 
Examining the Role of Large Language Models in the 
Political Economy of AI. Big Data & Society 8(2). https://doi.

org/10.1177/20539517211047734.



194 195

Floridi, L. and Chiriatti, M. (2020) GPT-3: Its Nature, Scope, 
Limits, and Consequences. Minds and Machines 30. https://doi.

org/10.1007/s11023-020-09548-1.

Kirschenbaum, M. (2021) Spec Acts: Reading Form in 
Recurrent Neural Networks. ELH 88(2). https://doi.

org/10.1353/elh.2021.0010.



196 197

Azar, M., Cox, G. and Impett, L. (2021) Introduction: Ways of 
Machine Seeing. AI & SOCIETY (36). https://doi.org/10.1007/

s00146-020-01124-6.

Bridle, J. (2023) The Stupidity of AI. The Guardian, 16 March. 
Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2023/
mar/16/the-stupidity-of-ai-artificial-intelligence-dall-e-

chatgpt





This book was typeset in Futura Medium BT and Libre Baskerville.

First published in October 2023

Copyright © 2023 Richard A Carter

All rights reserved. This publication is being released under the terms of 

the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 

International (CC BY-NC-ND 4.0) license.




